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The objects of this Society are: to preserve the finest of 
New England’s old buildings, and to create, in connection with 
its office, a New England Museum for the care of smaller an- 
tiquities. For its membership it appeals particularly to all per- 
sons of New England ancestry, or residence past or present. 
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THE SAMUEL FOWLER HOUSE. BUILT 1809 
DANVERSPORT, MASSACHUSETTS 
THE SOCIETY’S SECOND ACQUISITION. 


Bought with the help of an anonymous member. 
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The front door as seen from the hall, Fowler House. 
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THE SAMUEL FOWLER HOUSE 
OUR SECOND ACQUISITION 


Our readers will remember that the will have been done before the close of 
fourth Bulletin contained a paragraph stat- the Annual Meeting. 
ing that the Samuel Fowler house had been The house was built in 1809 by Samuel 
offered to this Society for $3,500, a sum Fowler, seventh in descent from Philip 
less than that asked of the public. At that Fowler, of Marlborough, Wiltshire, Eng- 
time there was no prospect that the Society land, who settled in Ipswich, Mass., in 
would be able to buy the property, but it 1634. Samuel Fowler was born in Dan- 
was thought barely possible that the para- vers, September 15, 1776, the son of 
graph in question would come to the notice Samuel and Sarah (Putnam) Fowler. He 
of some member of the family and lead was baptized June 20, 1779, and Octo- 
to something effective being done to pre- ber 13, 1799, at the age of twenty-three, 
serve the house. As it happened it was married Clarissa Page. She was born in 
one of our Own members who became in- Danvers, November 18, 1779, the daugh- 
terested and made the Trustees the follow- _ ter of Capt. Samuel and Rebecca (Putnam) 
ing proposition. A previous gift of $80 Page, and died April 19, 1854. Samuel 
from this same member was to apply to Fowler died in this house 22 February, 
the purchase of the house. A furthersum 1859. 
of $420 would be lent without interest, to By descent and marriage Samuel was 
be repaid when convenient. Finallyasum connected with patriot soldiers. His father, 
of $1,000 would be given, the donor tak- Samuel Fowler, was a private in the 
ing membership rank as a Patron if the company of Capt. Jeremiah Page, which 
Society should create the class, otherwise marched on the alarm, to Lexington, the 
the gift would become a loanon the same 19th of April, 1775. 
terms as the $420. The total, $1,500, His father-in-law, Capt. Samuel Page, 
to be used in buying the house, subject saw service on the same memorable day, 
to the life interest of the Owners, Miss and was later, among other engagements, 
Adelaide Fowler and Miss Sarah Putnam at Monmouth and Stony Point. In 1812 
Fowler. The Trustees gladly fell in with he commanded “the alarm list’? at Dan- 
this proposition and the Misses Fowler vers New Mills, in which company was 
accepted the offer of $1,500, subject to his son-in-law, Samuel Fowler. 
their life occupation free of rent. The pur- Our Samuel Fowler was educated in the 
chase was consummated on January 18, village school, kept by Caleb Clark and 
1912, the estate being transferred to Mr. others, and although his seat at school was 
W.S. Appleton as trustee. but a rude bench and his desk a portion of 

The Society now finds itself, though a board placed across two barrels, still, he 
less than two years old, the owner of a studied so well that he was afterwards able 
second splendid old house. This acquisi- to carry on an excellent system of book- 
tion is entirely due to the generosity of keeping, of which a dozen ledgers still 
Our anonymous member, whose identity extant would do credit to present-day 
may Only be divulged when the election training. In 1799 he bought the land on 
aS a Patron shall have become an accom-_ which the house stands, and began invest- 


plished fact. It is to be hoped that this ing in mills, two corn mills and a saw- 
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Detail of figure on wall paper of front hall, Fowler House. 


mill. His holdings of real estate were fre- 
quently added to, and he became inter- 
ested in a total of five mills. He was the 
first to start the tanning industry in this 
part of Danvers, and with seven others 
shared the cost of building the bridge now 
known as Liberty Bridge. He was public- 
spirited and ever ready to aid financially 
such enterprises as tended to improve the 
village and town. The variety of his in- 
terests is shown by the description of some 
property he insured in 1821. In the hand- 
writing of Dr. Nathaniel Bowditch, presi- 
dent of the insurance company, it is de- 
scribed as ‘‘ Curriers shop, bark mill and 
house, large building for sawing marble, 
Grist mill, Pulverizing mill, situated in 
Danvers and Beverly on the bridge across 
Porter’s River, usually called Liberty or 
Spite Bridge.” Also, ‘It is understood that 
two carding machines for wool have been 
placed in the pulverizing mill chamber.”’ 


Samuel Fowler was strictly temperate, 
interested in the religious societies, and a 
regular attendant at the Unitarian meet- 
ing-house at North Beverly. He enjoyed 
his apiary and orchard garden, and raised 
an abundance of peaches, often sending 
one of the boys with a cartload to Marble- 
head to barter for codtish. He rose regu- 
larly at four in the morning, winter and 
Summer, and went to his mills to super- 
intend the beginning of the day’s work. 

He was of a kind and generous tem- 
perament, gladly helping others to help 
themselves, which was to his mind the 
wisest charity. The son of an early immi- 
grant tells the story of his father arriving 
in Boston from Ireland with only a bundle 
of clothes, penniless. Having walked to 
Salem in search of work he was told to 
keep on two miles further, and Fowler 
would give him work; which Fowler 
did, to such mutual satisfaction that the 






















Irishman spent the rest of his life in his 
employ. 

As might be expected, the Fowler home 
reflects the simple tastes of its owner. As 
seen from the square the house is as se- 
verely simple as it could be. It depends 
for its effect on its very simplicity and 
admirable proportions. The only jarring 
feature, and one which can easily be re- 
moved, is a hood of much later date over 
the side door on Liberty Street. The front 
door is lacking in such features as fan 
light and side lights of decorative design, 
the glass being in plain panes of large 
size. 

In the front hall we find one of the 
glories of the house — the original wall 
paper, of a simple, decorative and appro- 
priate character. Our illustrations obviate 
the need of describing the design, and the 
color is a combination of pink, green, blue, 
and cream, of which the pink is much 
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faded. The condition of this paper is very 
fair, considering itsage. The festoon treat- 
ment at top and bottom is one that appeals 
strongly to connoisseurs in old papers. 
Besides the front hall there are two rooms 
that still retain papers which, if not origi- 
nal, are at least very old. Luckily there 
remain in the possession of the Misses 
Fowler scraps of other early wall papers 
of many of which they know the original 
positions. This makes it possible to re- 
paper the house almost as it was at first, 
and it is to be hoped this will be done. 
The plan of the house is as we should 
expect to find it, four rooms and an ell 
on the ground floor. On the second are 
five rooms and the ell. The woodwork 
in the main house is simply but very finely 
decorative, and in very good taste. There 
is nothing lavish or ostentatious, but every- 
thing there is is excellent. The mantels, 
cornices, dadoes, door and window archi- 
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Upper hall, at the head of the front stairs, Fowler house. 








traves and panelled shutters all show this 
careful, restrained treatment. Perhaps the 
nearest approach to elaboration is in the 
window architraves of one room, which 
are unusually deeply cut. The staircases 
are Simple but effective, the balusters being 
Square, ending in the front stairs in a fine 
whorl for a newel. The fireplaces are, as 
we should expect, of generous size, and 
that in the dining room is of 17th century 
proportions, with an oven attached. 

The principal features of the house may 
be said to be simplicity, good taste, solid 
construction, splendid preservation, and 
homogeneity. Structurally but one weak- 
ness has shown itself ; the lack of proper 
Support has caused a loosening of bricks 
Over some of the windows, but this is 
being repaired by putting an iron bar 
across the top of each when being mended. 
The homogeneity is partly the result of 
continuous Ownership in the family, the 





Misses Fowler being granddaughters of 
Samuel Fowler through his son Henry, 
born 1810. Till the death in 1908 of Mrs. 
Maria Fowler Lummus the old house 
retained its appropriate furniture. It is 
hoped that much of this will now be 
returned, so that the Society may some 
day be enabled to open the house to the 
public as an example of an early 19th 
century house. 

Our sense of obligation to the member 
whose generosity has made this acquisi- 
tion possible must be great indeed, and 
it is to be hoped an example has been set 
that will lead others among us to similar 
generosity in time of need. 

NOTE. The foregoing facts about Samuel 
Fowler and his family are based on information 
received from the Misses Adelaide and Sarah 
Putnam Fowler, and also in part from the fol- 
lowing book,‘ The Fowler Family: A Genea!ogi- 
cal Memoir of the Descendants of Philip and 
Mary Fowler, of Ipswich, Mass. By A Descendant, 


Matthew Adams Stickney, Salem, Mass. Printed 
For The Author, 188 3.”’ 
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Mantel in parlor chamber, Fowler house. This room still retains its old wall paper. 























BRIEF AS TO TITLE TO LAND IN 


DANVERS 


on which stands the Samuel Fowler house 
erected in 1809. 


Prepared by Mr. Ezra D. Hines, formerly President of the Danvers Historical Society. 


IN THE RECORDS OF THE GOVERNOR AND COMPANY 
OF THE MASSACHUSETTS BAY IN 
NEW ENGLAND 


VOL. | 
1625-1641 


appears the following 


A Court, holden att Boston, July 3, 1632. 


Prsent. The Goun', 
Deputy Goun’, 
Mr Ludlowe, 
Capt. Endicott, 


M’ Pinchon, 
Mr Winthrop, 
S: Bradstreete, 
Mr Nowell. 


‘There is another necke of land, lyeing aboute 3 myles fro Salem cont aboute 200 ac, 
graunted to Mt Sam!" Skelton, to enioy to him & his heires foreuer, called by the 
Indeans Wahquack, bounded on the south vpon a little ryv" called by the Indeans 
Conamabsqnooncant; vpon the north abutting on another ryver, called by the 
Indeans Ponomeneuhcant, & on the east, on the same ryv™”’ 


Rev. Samuel Skelton came to this coun- 
try in 1629. He came to Salem, where he 
assumed the office of pastor of the Church 
established there. He deceased August 2, 
1034. 

Johnson says concerning him: 

‘Skelton for Christ did leave his native 
soil. Though called to endure extraordi- 
nary trials for the cause of his divine 
Master, he never faltered from the high 
duties of his mission. His was the sublime 
Satisfaction of having efficiently aided to 
plant the tree of life for the healing of 
multitddes in the wilds of America. His 
aim and end were glorious as God counts 
glory.” 

It is said that this grant of 200 acres of 
land to him was for the sacrifice he made 
in leaving “‘ Old England.” 





Rev. Skelton left a son and three daugh- 
ters: Samuel; Elizabeth, who married 
Robert Sanford, of Boston ; Susanna, who 
married John Marsh, of Salem; and Mary, 
who married Nathaniel Felton, of Salem. 

Samuel Skelton’s descendants are very 
numerous today in Danvers. 

To Samuel Skelton the son came this 
parcel of land by descent; in fact, the whole 
of the Skelton grant except sixty acres, 
which descended to the three daughters. 


Samuel Skelton made sale of his part 
of the Skelton grant to John Porter, of 
Salem, who came from Hingham, and 
settled upon the grant of land’ adjoining 
Skelton’s neck on the north, which he 
purchased of Elder Samuel Sharpe. 
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Parlor mantel! in the Fowler house. 


John Porter made his will in 1673, and 
the same was proved September 26, 1676. 
In his will he gave all of Skelton’s neck 
(except sixty acres purchased of the daugh- 
ters of Rev. Samuel Skelton) to his sons, 
Joseph, Benjamin, and Israel Porter. 

During the ownership of Joseph Porter, 
Benjamin Porter, and Israel Porter, came 
the downfall of the Colony Charter granted 
by Charles the First to the Massachusetts 
Bay Company, which then raised a ques- 
tion as to title of the owners of the land; 
then was procured a deed to Saiem of 
all its territory from David Nonnupeno- 
how and others, descendants of the Indian 
dwellers here when the white men arrived. 

Joseph Porter, Benjamin Porter, and 
Israel Porter continued to own the neck 
(undivided) for a period of years, and in 
the year 1716 commissioners were ap 
pointed to divide the estate. 

Before the division could be made, Jo- 
seph Porter and Israel Porter had deceased, 


so that in making the division the com- 
missioners were obliged to take into con- 
Sideration three wills — that of John 
Porter Senior, Joseph Porter, and Israel 
Porter. Joseph willed his part to his four 
sons —- Joseph, Nathaniel, Samuel, and 
William, and the commissioners set oft 
Joseph Senior’s part to his four sons. 
The part set off to Joseph Junior’s heirs 
consisted of twenty-one acres and sixty 
poles. His heirs were (he having died 
intestate) Joseph, Mary, and Priscilla — 
Joseph taking one-half, Mary and Pris- 
cilla each one-fourth. 

Later, Priscilla and her husband, 
Thomas Flint, convey her one-fourth part 
to her brother Joseph. 

Mary married Dr. Jonathan Prince, 
then of Salem, afterwards of Danvers. 

January 31, 1736, Dr. Jonathan Prince 
and Mary, his wife, convey to Mr. Peter 
Hobart, of Salem Village, who came there 
from Braintree, the twenty-one acres and 
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sixty poles set off to Joseph Porter’s heirs 
in the division of 1716. 

We find no conveyance from Joseph 
Porter to Mary Prince, but it is assumed 
that between the years 1716 and 17}6, 
Joseph conveyed his three-fourths of said 
twenty acres and sixty poles to said Mary. 
No record of deed. On Peter Hobart’s 
decease this estate descended to his daugh- 
ter and only heir, Deborah Clark (wife 
of Rev. Peter Clark). 

Peter Clark was pastor of the church 
in Salem Village (now First Church in 
Danvers) from 1717 to 1768. 

When Peter Hobart purchased of Dr. 
Prince and wife, the land consisted of up- 
land and marsh. 

There was originally a proprietor’s way. 


After Peter Clark and his wife came into 
possession there was a road laid out, the 
present High and Water Streets. 

In 1768, Peter Clark and wife Deborah 
convey four and one-half acres to Deacon 
Edmund Putnam, the lot on which the 
house stands today. 

In 1779, Deacon Edmund Putnam con- 
veys to Samuel Fowler three and one- 
half acres. 

May 30, 1803, Samuel Fowler conveys 
to Samuei Fowler Junior for $3,000 the 
lot on which the house stands, bounded 
by the road, now High Street; the road to 
the river, now Liberty Street ; by Porter’s 
River; and by Samuel Fowler Senior. 

Samuel Fowler Junior erected the house 
on said land in 1809. 


THE MOVEMENT TO BUY THE COOPER-AUSTIN HOUSE 


The Trustees’ meeting of November 8, 
1911, was held in the Cooper-Austin 
house, Cambridge, and at that meeting 
it was voted, “to try to get possession of 
the house in whatever way may appear 
most teasible.’’ The house and lot were 
Offered to the Society as a purchase at 
sixty-tive cents a foot, which seemed 
reasonable to our appraisers. The total 
amount needed was from $3,800 up, de- 
pending on the amount of !and taken, but 
there was no money available with which 
to buy. 

On February 15 a meeting of our Cam- 
bridge members was held to discuss ways 
and means of raising the money to buy 





the house. It was the sense of the meet- 
ing that the house should be bought and 
preserved, and a committee was appointed 
to raise the funds. This committee, which 
is now vigorously at work, consists of 
Mrs. Silvio M. de Gozzaldi, Chairman, 
Miss L. Howe, Mrs. William G. 
Farlow, Mr. James A. Noyes, and Mr. 
Francis H. Bigelow. Considerable success 
has attended their efforts, but several 
thousand dollars more must be raised if 
the lot is to be of reasonable size and if 
the house is to be properly restored. Con- 
tributions will be very welcome and may 
be ‘sent to Mrs. Silvio M. de Gozzaldi, 
96 Brattle Street, Cambridge, Mass. 
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The Cooper-Austin house, 21 Linnzwan Street, Cambridge, Mass. 
Built by John Cooper about 1657-1660. 


Our Cambridge members are raising funds to purchase this house for the Society. 


THE COOPER-AUSTIN HOUSE 

In 1657 John Cooper had permission 
from the town “to fell timber on the 
Cow Common for his building.’’ He must 
have been a good judge of timber, for the 
framework of his building is today almost 
as good as when first erected. The house 
is but little altered. The old chimney 
exists in its entirety, any repairs on the 
top having apparently been made on the 
pattern of the old work. Some of the fire- 
places are bricked up, but can be easily 
Opened again. Much very fine original 
Sheathing is still in place, and in other 
rooms the panelling is but little less old. 
Many of the doors are contemporary with 
the house, and some of the windows seem 
to be of the original size of opening. The 
front porch is a comparatively recent ad- 
dition. The lean-to is very picturesque, 
and the eastern gable of the house over- 





hangs by about a foot. The front stairs 
are not original, but are nevertheless old 
and fairiy satisfactory. 

The chamfer and stop decoration on the 
framework of the eastern end is the most 
interesting point of the interior woodwork. 
This is very elaborate and finely preserved, 
as iS seen in one of the views we re- 
produce. 

It would be ditticult to tind a house 
better suited to the purposes of the So- 
ciety. It is accessible from the city and 
easily reached by tourists. Accordingly, 
if thrown Open to the public it would draw 
a large number of visitors, and if let to 
tenants would bring a good rental. 

We wish our Cambridge members all 
Success in their effort to buy the house for 
the Society. Persons wishing to help them 
should communicate with Mrs. Gozzaldi, 
96 Brattle Street, Cambridge. 
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Rear view of the Cooper-Austin house, showing lean-to and east gable overhang. 
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East chamber, Cooper-Austin house. Note the chamfer stop on the chimney girt, the shoulder 
on the post, and the door of old sheathing boards, hung on strap hinges. 
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BULLETIN OF 
THE SOCIETY FOR THE PRESERVATION OF 
NEW ENGLAND ANTIQUITIES 


The Bulletin is published as occasion may justify for free distribution among members of the 
Society. It aims to keep them in touch with the progress of its affairs and counts on their support 
for interesting news items. Views and accounts of old houses destroyed or threatened are much 
desired. 

Membership in the Society is open to any one on election by the Board of Trustees. The dues 
are as follows: Life, $50; Active, $5 a year ; Associate, $2 a year. All members receive the Bulletin, 
but Associate Members may not vote or hold office. Address all communications to the Corre- 
sponding Secretary, 20 Beacon Street, Boston. 





The Society has started a collection of photographs, picture postals, and views 
of all kinds relating to New England. This collection is growing fast and should 
become the best of its kind. Gifts are earnestly solicited. Do not discard those 
you think uninteresting, but send all you have to spare and let our librarian do his 
own discarding. Views should be labelled and dated whenever possible. 


The nominating committee, MR. HAROLD COOLIDGE, Chairman, Mrs. J. W. ELLIOT, and Mr. JOHN 
H. SEDGWICK, has reported the following ballot for election at the Annual Meeting, March 13, 1912. 


President, CHARLES KNOWLES BOLTON, 
Vice-Presidents : 


Massachusetts, 


Shirley 


Miss ALICE LONGFELLOW, 
WALDO LINCOLN, 


Cambridge 
Worcester 


South Manchester 
Meriden 

Newport 
Providence 


Mrs. Mary BUSHNELL CHENEY, 
GEORGE M. CurTIS., 


Mrs. F. E. CHADWICK, 
COL. R. H. I. GODDARD, 


MRS. ARTHUR E. CLARKE, 
Dr. WALLIS D. WALKER, 


MRS. SHERMAN EVARTS, 


Connecticut, 
Rhode Island, 
Manchester 


Portsmouth 
Windsor 


New Hampshire, 


Vermont, 


Maine, 


Treasurer, 

Recording Secretary, 
Corresponding Secretary, 
Librarian, 


Director of Museum, 


Mr. WILLIAM B. C. STICKNEY, 


Mr. WILLIAM D, PATTERSON, 
Mrs. ABBA GOOLD WOOLSO" 


WILLIAM C. ENDICOTT, 
LYNDE SULLIVAN, 

WILLIAM SUMNER APPLETON 
ERNEST L. Gay, 

DWIGHT M. PROUTY, 


Bethel 


Wiscasset 
Windham 


Danvers 

Durham, N. H. 
Boston, 20 Beacon Street 
Boston 

Boston 


TRUST’ ES FOR THREE YEARS 
Mr. BOYLSTON A. BEAL, Boston Mrs. C. K. CUMMINGS, Boston 
Mr. HERBERT BROWNE, Boston Mrs. LINCOLN Davis, Marblehead 
The terms of the following do not expire this year: 


TRUSTEES FOR ONE YEAR 


PRES. HENRY LEFAVOUR, Boston 
Mrs. IDA F. MILLER, Wakefield 


Dr. CHARLES M. GREEN, Boston 
Miss HELEN F. KIMBALL, Brookline 


TRUSTEES FOR TWO YEARS 


Miss Mary LEE Ware, Boston 
MR. FREDERIC WINTHROP, Ipswic 


Miss FANNY P. MASON, Boston 
Mr. JuLIUS H. TUTTLE, Dedham 
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